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A Worcl From Fastor

Brothers and Sisters in Christ -

We are so s|ad to be hcrc, and so excited to serve (God and serve you in this
|ovc|y community of E_l Faso! Than‘( you for all of the ways that you have grcctcd
us and opened your arms to us!

[For the sake of those who were not in worslﬁiP this week Uu[g 19th), | am going
to try to condense my message so that you may understand somcthing that | think
is crucial for the life of our church. Thisis a kcy vision that | have for the church,
and pray that undcrstanding this will hclp us be a healthier churc.h, and Hcaltlﬁy
churches grow - both in spirit and in number.

| believe that creating a culture of fricna/sﬁllb, notjust friendliness is critical to
us bcing a placc where Pcoplc come to have a living, growing rc|ations|1ip with
Jesus, which | believe is ultimately our goal. Many churches (| wish | could say
most!) do a good_job greeting pcoplc when tlﬂcg come in the door, theg may even
follow up with a letter or a short visit. Sut thosc things tend to be surface level
interactions. A culture of /hkenc/s/n’p goes dccpcr. In a culture of Fricndship,
pcoplc are invited into mcaningFu| small groups (Sunday school classes, bible
studies, and prayer groups often function this way) where they get to know others
and have an opportunity to know others more intimately. [ut beyond the
"official" small groups of the church, newcomers must be invited into other circles
of Fricndship as well - Pcrhaps a group that goes out to ecat every week after
church (even better, invite a visitor to your home for a meal), or a group who likes
to go Fishins togcthcr, or a moms Playsroup, or a circle
of friends who walk or jog together. (Knitting/sewing
circles, bridgc clubs, golF, bowling, ctc. | helistis only
limited by your imagination!)
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This is important because people who say that they definitely belong in their faith community are
also very satisfied with their relationship with God. Creating a culture where people feel loved and
accepted by their faith community impacts their spiritual life!

Usually, we think it the other way around, if a person has a relationship with God, it opens their
capacity to love others, but the research (done by Group Publishing and Gallup) shows the opposite -
the degree that people feel loved and accepted in their church impacts the way that people respond to
and feel about God.

Some more statistics: 74% of people who worship with a best friend are likely to describe their
spiritual life as a friendship with God. 70% of members with church friendships that go beyond weekly
worship services say that others would describe them as people who love God. Of those who are very
satisfied with their churches, 84% report "the spiritual leaders of my congregation seem to care for me as
a person.” 74% of people who worship with a best friend (not a family member) say that their faith is
involved in every aspect of their life. These are fantastic descriptions!

In each of these cases, the figures to the contrary, for people who do not experience their church as
a place of friendship the numbers are significantly lower.

So what we need to be about is creating opportunities and environments for friendships to be
formed and strengthened. Fellowship and fun times are important and valuable. They open doors to
invite friends to the church, and they strengthen friendships within the church. They are not just fluff!

The top six places where people develop friendships in the church are:

@ During fellowship or fun times
® Through volunteering and serving together
® During worship services

® Over a shared meal or meals

® Through Bible studies or small group gatherings

® Through children's activities.

So every time we plan an activity within the church, we need to think about how it will contribute
to this place being a place where people connect. | believe that in many ways this church is already
doing this, but | want you to see why what you are doing is so important, and | want us to expand the
ways that we show God's agape - undeserved and unending - love toward others.

Peace in Christ!

Pastor Shelly



GETTING TO KNOW...I HE ‘BRUCKERS_

FAMILY : Benjamin, Sba.nnon and R'enee' Brucker

HOW LONG HAVE YOU BEEN MARRIED?
Jusl over one xiea.r; we were married on F’ebrue.ni 16, 9006.

HOW LONG HAVE YOU BLEEN IN THE ELL PASO ARLA?

8enjamin ha.a Leen here [or 14 years, l have Leen l:ere a8 long a8 we lze.ue }:oen married.
WHERE ARE YOU FrROM ORIGINALLY?

Bolh are origino.nq from normal

WHAT ARE YOUR OCCUPATIONS?

Benjamin works at ﬁm in their ({dministrative Seroieea department doing payment processing.
[ have my aooounling degree, but ['m a slm.] at home mom now.

DO YOU UAVLE ANY PLTS? Buue} hound - Beugle mix named Karme

WHAT ARE YOUR FAVORITE BIBLE VERSES? [Dline is [ghesians 4:1-5
WHAT IS A TUN CHURCH MEMORY YOU HAVLE?

[ have been in church all my life. We moved to ﬁormal when | was 5 and | grew up at the First
ﬁsseml’:lq of God church there. | have so many memories of church it is hard to pick just one. I
think one would be when | graaualed from miaaione“ee. a program for girla S years old to higlz

school. | got to wear a beautiful white dress and get a liara put on LL] my dad.
IS THERE ANYTUHING EXCITING OR_INTERESTING TUAT PLOPLE
MAY NOT KNOW ABOUT YOU?

| am ambidexirous and collect @emhed (Gcl&;es. 8enja.min loves to PlNi war games with his

brothers and collects knives.







