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A Word From Pastor

Woe wiro you. scrbes and Pharsees. hypocnres! for ve payv ntle of mine and

amise and courmm, and have omitred the weghtrer matiers of the law, judgment,

mercy, and i ihese ougle ye to have done, and not feave the other undone.
Manthew 23273 (KSV)

My heart is saddened because | have to speak to you about an issue we have
really not had a need 1o address since | came here. Qur offerings have not kept
pace thus far this year with our expenses. As of the end of February, we were
one menth's offering behind. At this rate, we will have o dip into our reserves by
May.

| understand the issues we are all struggling with during this economic
dewvnturn, but holding back offerings is not a good response.  John Wesley, for
his entire adult life, gave three-fourths of his income to the church - in good years
and in lean vears also.

| read the article in the Pantagraph, dated Monday, March 9, 2009. |t said
that religion is on the decline in this country. Fewer and fewer people express a
firm belief in God. Thart's actually nothing new as belief in Ged, in the United
States, has consistently declined for decades. Stewardship is all about how we
care for the gifis we have received from God. Proper stewardship gives 1o God
first. | remember saying vears ago - | stll affirm it today - that "Satan will not
close the doors of the church; we just won't be able 10 pay our light bill"

In the text, Jesus says: "these you ought to have done." He is referring 1o
tithing. Up till now, | have not spoken much on this issue because my philesophy
has always been "this we know we ought 1o do." On March 4, | sent our a
thought for the day. It was a quote from John Bunyan - "A man there was, and
they called him mad: the more he gave, the more he had." ['ve discovered there
has never been a time in my life when God has not provided for my every need.

If has been said that one cannot out-give God. We just have to be careful

that we never stop giving 1o Ged. e
DPorstor Dave e
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Fantastic Adventures in Trusting Him

Vacation Bible School July 27th-31st 2009 9:00-11:00 a.m. M-F

We are still in need of volunteers to help each morning of
VBS. Currently we do not have enough volunteers to run
the program. Please email Jackie Brucker ASAP if you are
wiling to be a small group leader, game director,
storyteller, nursery sitter, or craft leader. If possibly
interested, email Jackie for more details as well. The MORE
helpers we have the MORE children we can invite! VBS is

for children in grades
K-4th. Younger children
of wvoluntfeers only are

1lso welcome. A leaders

meeting will be planned
for sometime In April,

kie Brucker
at jmbruck@gmail.com,

Please help make this o




MISSIONS MATTERS ﬂ

Each month the missions committee will highlight a few of
the missions our church helps to support financially,. We
encourage members of the congregation to also get involved

individually

through personal donations and praver to help

make an even greater impact. | his chart shows an overview of everywhere the church is
sending missions funds for 2009. Look for detailed descriptions and ways to get involved

in the months to come.

GLOBAL REGIONAL LOCAL
Liberian Well -
Grand Gedah Home Sweet Home Church Camps
Liberian Well - El Paso
Nana Cru TheBagy el Food Pantry
R D:enney ’ Chaddock Just For Kids
Brazil
Austin Hand - Fellowship of
Operation Mobilization b Christian Athletes
- Campus Church Mission
World Vision Coonaraobiug Trigs
Liberian NYC Ministries -
Scholarships Spread Truth

ﬂ-. This month the Ladies' Tea will be on Tuesday, April 7th at the ‘1.
Main Street Mercantile in Congerville. The group will leave the

& church via carpooling at 10:00 a.m. Please contact Marcia Kridner é_\
"U" at 527-5270 if you plan on attending.

:@ The Main Street Mercantile has an authentic, old hometown
E atmosphere at a "new, old-fashioned store”. Look for fresh E

] homemade pizza, homemade fudge, bulk foods including baking U

_ & products, spices, snack mixes, candies, soup and dip mixes and

E more. | here are also Melissa & Doug Kids toys and puzzles, and E

the Bearington Baby Collection. The also have gift baskets
g available. Please join in what will be a fun and relaxing trip! g
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Cetting to know....The Fevers

Family: Bob and Gerry Fever, g children, 23 grandchildren and 16 great-grandchildren (with
another one on the way!!|

How long have you been married? We were married on June 12, 1048. That's 60+ vears!

How long have you been in the El Paso areal Both of us bave been in this area all our
lives. Gerry was bormn in Meadows, IL and Bob was born in Gridley, IL, before their
families both settled in El Paso.

Occupations: Gerry is a retired seamstress. Bob is a retired plumber and city employee.

Pets: We don't have any pets now, but we had a dog named Nixon. We called him Nixie.
Children's allergies kept us from getting any other pets.

Hobbies: Gerry - reading, puzzles and sewing. Bob - gardening and watching Hlini
basketball.

Favorite Bible Verse: Gerry - "l will instruct you and teach you in the way you should go; |
will counsel you and watch over you." - Psalm 32:8 Gerry says, "God gave me this verse
when | first became a Christian,"

Fun Church Memory: Gerry - Womens'
Wesley weekends at the church. "MNoah's
Ark" party that Gerry and Marie Bogner
were in charge of at the Catholic Church
im the early '80's for the high school
students. "We were trying to figure out
how we were going to get all the water
[buckets, hoses, etc.] when God opened

up the sky and it rained "cats and dogs"!

The kids all had a blast and we were all
drenched.
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